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You'll  "be  laying  aside  your  winter  clothes  before  long  if  you  haven't  already. 
And  the  moment  you  stop  wearing  winter  wools,  and  furs,  and  feather  hats,  that's  the 
moment  to  think  about  protecting  them  from  moths.     For  if  you  leave  such  clothes 
undisturbed  in  the  closet  or  the  drawer,  before  long  a  hungry  moth  will  find  them 
and  have  a  rneal.     Clothes  soiled  from  wear  are  often  more  tempting  to  moths  than 
clean  clothes. 

Every  year  moths  destroy  fortunes  in  clothes  and  household  furnishings.  And 
every  year  far  tunes  go  for  remedies  against  moths.     Yet  these  insects  are  still 
flourishing.    Dr.  E.A.  Back  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  who  is 
in  charge  of  the  research  on  moths  says  moths  are  in  almost  every  dwelling,  no 
matter  what  the  location.     Since  modern  home  heating  came  in,  moths  have  been  even 
core  numerous  and  destructive  because  they've  been  able  to  eat  in  comfort  in  cold 
weather  as  well  as  worm. 

One  reason  moths  are  still  flourishing  is  that  so  many  people  are  careless 
about  leaving  clothes  exposed  to  attack.     A  stray  wool  sock  forgotten  in  a  drawer, 
or  a  sweater  in  a  far  corner  of  the  closet  may  be  the  means  of  keening  moths  hale 
"id  hearty  in  your  home. 

Another  reason  moths  continue  to  thrive  is  that  many  people  don't  understand 
•r.or  to  use  the  good  remedies  against  them,  or  depend  on  worthless  remedies.  Many  a 
•-usewife  goes  to  the  store  and  buys  an  array  of  sprays,  cedar  products,  and  aromatic 
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substances  only  to  find  the  moths  tfiaking  inroads  .just  the  same.     Actually,  Dr.  Lack 
says,  some  of  the  test  weapons  against  moths  cost  little  or  nothing  and  are  as 
simple  to  use  as  A  3  C. 

'That  are  some  of  these  cheap  and  effective  moth  remedies?    Sunshine  and 
thorough  brushing  will  get  moths  out  of  clothes.     So  will  v/ashing  or  dry  cleaning. 

To  keor  moths  out  of  clothes,  pack  the  clothes  away  in  a  tight  chest  or  tight 
closet  with  naphthalene  or  paradichlorobenzene.    You  can  buy  naphthalene  in  moth 
balls a  or  cakes.    But  naphthalene  flskes  are  better  because  they  evaporate  faster 
and  allov;  the  fumes  to  penetrate  clothing  r.ore  rapidly.     You  ca.n  buy  paradichloro- 
benzene in  flakes,  too.     The  man  at  the  drug  store  will  know  what  you  want  if  you 
call  it  "paradi"  for  short.     Paradichlorobenzene  costs  more  than  naphthalene  but 
takes  effect  faster.    And  some  people  prefer  its  odor  to  the  "mothball"  smell. 

One  point  you  want  to  understand  about  these  substances  is  that  the  fumes 
they  give  off  kill  moths,  not  the  odor.     And  those  fumes  must  be  concentrated  to 
kill  moths.     If  you  put  a  couple  of  moth  balls  in  the  pocket  of  a  coat,   those  moth 
balls  can't  nossibly  give  off  enough  fumes  to  protect  the  coat.    But  if  you  put  a 
pound  of  flake  naphthalene  in  a  tight  trunkful  of  clothes,  all  those  flakes  will 
give  off  enough  fumes  to  kill  any  moths  in  the  clothes. 

So  if  you  are  putting  clothes  away  in  an  ordinary  size  chest  or  trunk,  use 
about  one  pound  of  flakes.     Sprinkle  the  flakes  between  the  clothes  and  add  extra 
or  good  measure  on  top.     'The  fumes  from  the  flakes  are  heavy  and  sink  down  to  the 
oottom  of  the  chest.     It's  most  important  to  have  the  chest  tight,   so  no  wandering 

°oth  can  get  in,  and  so  the  fumes  from  the  flakes  won't  get  out  too  fast.   

~r-  sack  suggests  sealing  the  opening  of  the  trunk  with  a  strip  of  fumigator  hs  -  tape 
t0  make  it  moth-tight  and  gas-tight.  Fumigator1  s  tape  is  like  adhesive  tape  but  it 
c°sts  less. 
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But  no'-'  suppose  you  don't  want  to  pack  all  your  clothes  in  boxes  and  chests 
and  seal  them  up  for  months.     Suppose  you  want  to  keep  some  suits  and  coats  hanging 
up  where  you  can  get  at  them  once  in  a  while.     You  can  keep  them  in  tightly  sealed 
paper  clothes  bags.     But  an  even  better  idea  is  a  moth-tight  closet.     Not  a  cedar 
closet.    Cedar  closets,  as  ordinarily  built,  are  not  mothproof.     I  mean  .just  a  plain 
closet  with  a  rack  for  hangers,  and  shelves  for  wool  blankets  and  sweaters  and  maybe 
socks.    This  closet  must  have  every  crack  carefully  sealed  up  so  moths  can't  get  in 
and  fumes  can't  get  out.     You  can  make  the  door  tight  by  a  rubber  gasket  or  weather 
stripping  around  the  edge.     (You  know  v/hat  a  rubber  gasket  is.     Most  refrigerator 
doors  have  a  rubber  gasket  around  the  edge.)     In  this  closet,  you  keep  a  constant 
supply  of  flakes  in  an  open  dish  at  the  top.    A  very  tight  closet  will  need  only  1 
round  of  flakes  for  each  100  cubic  feet  of  closet  space.     But  if  the  closet  isn' t 
quite  tight,  cr  is  larger,  you'll  need  more  flakes.    As  the  flakes  evaporate,  of 
course,  you'll  have  to  replenish  them.     And  of  course,  you'll  always  keep  the  closet- 
door  closed  tight  so  the-  nir  inside  will  be  well  filled  with  fumes. 

fith  Plenty  of  moth  flakes  and  a  tight  trunk  or  storage  closet,  you  can  save 
your  clothes  from  even  the  hungriest  moth.     But  just  to  be  sure  you  have  all  the 
details,  let  me  remind  you  of  Dr.  Back's  leaflet  on  moths.     It  gives  you  information 
on  tfu  moth,  and  on  the  different  ways  of  getting  rid  of  this  pest.     Write  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  for  the  leaflet  on  clothes  moths.  It 
is  Leaflet  :To.  145.    And  it  is  free  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts. 


